
Protecting our property from fire is a very real concern to those of us lucky enough to live in this beautiful forested area.  We lived in the path of the Buckwheat fire in Santa Clarita California and it was a sobering lesson in the powerful forces involved in wildfires and the devastating effects it can have on a community. Here in Colorado, the desolation left by the Heyman fire is an overwhelming reminder of the terrible toll fire can exact.

 Fire is a natural phenomenon and a necessary part of thinning and clearing the landscape. When we choose to move to the wilderness we become custodians of the grasslands and forests we inhabit. It is our responsibility to our families and our neighbors to do what we can to minimize fire danger.

Defensible space is a term we hear often in regards to protecting our properties. It is really very simple to implement. Here is a an easy guide to show you the basics; 
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	1.
Thin tree and brush cover. 
2.
Dispose of slash and debris left from thinning. 
3.
Remove dead limbs, leaves and other litter. 
4.
Stack firewood away from home. 
5.
Maintain irrigated greenbelt. 
	6.
Mow dry grasses and weeds. 
7.
Prune branches to 10 feet above the ground. 
8.
Trim branches. 
9.
Clean roof and gutters. 
10.
Reduce density of surrounding forest. 


There are numerous websites dedicated to helping us all protect our property and our families. This illustration and much more comprehensive information on defensible space, fire resistant plants and grasses are found at; http://www.ext.colostate.edu/Pubs/natres/06304.html
Another partner to help you with forest mitigation is the Coalition for the Upper South Platte (CUSP). They are a nonprofit organization working to restore watershed and help recover the Heyman destruction. They will, for a donation, come and chip all trees or branches up to 12 inches in diameter. Matt Matwijec is the contact forest technician, his number is 719-748-0033, or email him at Matt@uppersouthplatte.net. They are fast, efficient and Matt is very knowledgeable about protecting your home and property. 

